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1997

Stepnen Swords Coleman 3381
581-6984, 248-5882
Office Hours: 11-12 T~
10-12 MW and by appt.
Li~e~~ry

History English 4950

This course is designed to be a reflective survey of major works of
English literature for people at or near the end of their work as English
majors. We will read widely and quickly through the various periods of
literary history, with an aim to capture representative characteristics and
qualities of both the periods and the works themselves. Much of what we'll
consider, you will have read, but I expect you to reread; I also expect everyone to draw on their work in other courses to help us understand the larger
issues and concerns that lie behind a given literary text. I will lecture
from time to time, but I encourage everyone to remember and recognize that by
this point in college, everyone n the class knows a great deal about literature, has rt~ far more than they might imagine, and has a wealth of understandings at their disposal.
Requirements for the course are straightforward. I want each of you
there regularly, with the reading completed, and I insist on active participation in class discussion; if you want an A, you must speak regularly in class
throughout the semester. The major written work for the semester entails what
I call the personal bibliography, which I'll present in detail in class asappropriate. This work will constitute 50% of your final grade.
Schedule I
1/14
1/16

opening
handout of early English poetry, "The Dream of the Rood"

1/21
1/23

Beowlf
Beowlf

1/28 Gawain and the Green Knight
1/30 Gawain and the Green Knight, Malory, from Morte Darthur

2/4 Chaucer, "General Prologue" from The Canterbury Tales,
2/6 Cha.o.cer, "Wife of Bath's Tale"; the selections from .Julian of Norwich and Margery Kempe; also look at Eyeryman and Noah's Flood.

